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Narrative Description 

The Gottfried Schenach House occupies Lots 5 and 6 of Block 35 of the Original Town. It faces north at the 
northeast corner of Leroy Avenue and McLean Street (County Road 2 Boulevard).  The gable-roofed, two-story 
house rests on a stone foundation and the exterior is clad in metal siding.  The roof is clad in composite shingles 
and there is a single chimney on the south roof slope. The rectangular plan has a one-story, gable- and shed-
roofed wing at the south elevation. A former screened porch is enclosed with sash and a single-leaf door. The 
offset entry of the three-bay north elevation has a single-leaf door and a wood canopy. Most replacement 
windows throughout contain double-hung sash.  There is a gable- and shed-roofed three-car garage (1971, 
Goodhue Co. Assessor) at the south property line. There is also a small hip-roofed shed that appears to be ca. 
1900.  

History 
This house was apparently built by Gottfried Schenach in 1870, to the east of his brother Emmanuel Schenach’s 
house. The brothers were natives of Tyrol, Austria. Gottfried was a blacksmith. He emigrated in 1859 with 
another brother, Engelbert. They were among the German and Austrian craftsmen and laborers recruited by 
Israel Garrard to build the houses need for the Frontenac settlement (Wendland 2018:495-7). In 1883 Gottfried 
and Marianne Schenach sold the house to George Bartels, Sr. (1827- 1898) and Katie Bartels, his wife. They were 
from Hanover. Bartels was a laborer. The property remained in the Bartels family until 1925 when it was sold to 
Casper Carsten. It was purchased by the Prebe family in 1968. The re-siding and enclosed porch dates from that 
period (Wendland 2018a:495-502). 

Early Vernacular style 

A simple gable-roofed house, usually with one- and one-half story block and a one-story wing or ell, was typical 
of dwelling construction during the first decades of mid-19th-century settlement in southern Minnesota towns. 
Exterior ornamentation was minimal, with flat millwork trim at the windows and entry.  Like their more stylish 
Greek Revival style counterparts, the designs could be found in widely circulated carpenter’s plan books. There 
are many varieties and adaptations of the style, and turned posts, brackets, or gable end trim could be added to 
the basic design. 

Statement of Significance 

The Gottfried Schenach House is located within the Old Frontenac National Register of Historic Places Historic 
District boundary (Lutz 1973).  It is contributing to the district under Criterion A for its association with the 
19th-century development of the Frontenac townsite.  It is typical of the small vernacular dwellings built in the 
first two decades of Frontenac’s development, ca. 1858-1878. The simple exteriors typically had little 
ornamentation at the gable ends or porch. The first owners’ and later occupants’ occupations were typical of 
those of the community’s early laborers and craftsmen.  Although re-sided and with other alterations in recent 
years, it retains enough exterior integrity to convey its historic significance. 

Historic Context: "Riverfront Townsite Planning in Goodhue County, Minnesota,1857-1875." 
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Photographs 

34844 County Road 2 Boulevard (McLean Street), facing south. 9/15/2021. 

34844 County Road 2 Boulevard (McLean Street), facing west.  9/15/2021. 
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