
Historical Preservation Commission 
 

 
Meeting Minutes, November 15, 2011 
 
Attendance: Char Henn, Art Hamilton, Bill Flies, Brad Stone, Laurie Hodgson, Kerby 
Rigelman, Justin Thompson, Mike Blair 
 
Meeting Called to order at 7:00 pm 
 
Minutes of October meeting were approved. 
 
Mike Blair commented that the supervisors are considering what the composition of the 
HPC will be when the Friends of the Town Hall join the commission. 
 
Discussions with the Friends of Florence Town Hall are proceeding well.  The Township 
will vote at the annual meeting to approve the Town Hall becoming an Historic 
Preservation Site. 
 
Christ Church is working on the next phase of the SHPO grant application.  The roof 
project is now completed.  Members of the commission commented that the sign looks 
good and has elicited no complaints.  The garage sale collections are in full swing in 
preparation for the May, 2012 garage sale. 
 
Preservation Day was a success.  We will aim to hold the event earlier next year.  
 
The buckthorn project has been very successful so far.  Sentence to serve and residents 
have removed a tremendous amount of buckthorn.  Sentence to serve will be coming 
back this fall to remove more buckthorn. 
 
Bill will contact the county about the Augustine permit.  The county has the authority to 
enforce the terms of the permit. 
 
The Flies's hope to break ground this week on the Schaller home construction. 
 
Brad and Bill volunteered to help the supervisors consider how best to form a Park  
Commission.  The supervisors will select members for the advisory group in the near 
future. 
 
The HPC will develop its budget working with the Friends of the Town Hall at our 
January 2012 meeting.  The Residents' Resource Guide will need to be revised and 
reprinted, and efforts to publicize the new composition of the HPC will require funding. 
 
HPC members were encouraged to walk around the Town Hall after the meeting and look 
at the historical displays in the Hall.  The HPC will need to develop a process for 
collecting/accepting historical artifacts as it adds to its collection of materials. 



 
The Villa Maria will be hosting a Christmas open house on Sunday December 11th, 
between 1:00 and 5:00 pm.  The Villa will be displaying a number of nativity scenes 
from its collection.  Both the HPC and Christ Church will help the Villa publicize the 
event. 
 
Justin will visit with the Villa about the possibility of being listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 
Much discussion ensued regarding Locust Lodge.  The historic home has been in 
disrepair for years and its condition has continued to deteriorate to the point where 
something must be done.  Mike Blair will work with Tom Gnotke to ask the League of 
Minnesota Cities what recourse the Township or County has in addressing the needs of 
the privately owned  property. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 


