
Florence Township Heritage Preservation Commission 

 

May 17th, 2011 Meeting Minutes: 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Present: Bill Flies, Art Hamilton, Laurie Hodgson, Char Henn, Kerby Rigelman, Brad Stone 

Minutes: April 19, 2011 approved. 

Design Review Applications: 

Three property owners submitted applications to have Valhalla Park cleared of invasive species, dead 
trees removed, new species with acceptable height profiles planted, and larger trees removed.  These 
requests are consistent with the objectives of the Old Frontenac Historic District Park Management Plan. 

One property owner submitted an application to have Wakandiota Park cleared of invasive species and 
dead trees.  Again, this request is consistent with the Park Management Plan. 

Additional items: 

1. The HPC will contact the Augustines (the old Post Office property) regarding the completion of 
work allowed by a past permit. 

2. Bill Flies will approach the Town Board at their next meeting about restoring the HPC’s Park 
Management funds.  These funds used to be in excess of $8,000 annually, and have been 
dramatically reduced over time.   

3. We discussed the alcohol policy for the baseball field in Old Frontenac.  Alcohol is allowed but 
kegs require a special permit.  It is unclear where the fees associated with the use of the field and 
special permit fees end up.  It would be appropriate to have these fees linked to the budgets 
responsible for maintaining the ball field park.  Bill will discuss this with the Town Board. 

4. Peggy Knudsen expressed concern that the Township Board, specifically, Mike Blair, has failed 
recently to attend the HPC monthly meetings.  This lack of representation at our meetings along 
with the significant reduction in the HPC’s funding over time suggests the Town Board needs to 
renew its efforts to support the HPC in fulfilling its responsibilities. 

5. Peggy also discussed the possibility of asking the Sentence to Serve program to help rid Valhalla 
Park and Wakandiota Park of invasive species.  Peggy will contact Sentence to Serve once the 
Design Review Applications mentioned above are approved by the Town Board. 

6. Peggy also mentioned that in her conversation with Goodhue County they said many of the trees 
within the road Right of Way could be removed.  

7. We then discussed the mutual goal of the HPC and the Friends of the Florence Town Hall to 
establish the Town Hall as a Historic District.  This would be in keeping with the responsibilities 
of the HPC as expressed in Ordinance 2-1 in recognizing properties of historical significance and 
recommending to the Town Board these properties be designated Historic Districts. 

a. Art Hamilton made a motion to establish a new Historic District of the Florence Town 
Hall.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 



8. We then held Officer Elections.  Bill Flies was nominated Chairman, Art Hamilton was 
nominated Vice Chairman, and Brad Stone was nominated Secretary. All the nominees were 
approved by the Commission. 

9. We discussed when to hold Preservation Day this year. Laurie Hodgson, Art Hamilton and Brad 
Stone will set the date and develop the program for Preservation Day. 

10. We discussed the Christ Church Restoration Garage Sale fund raiser.  The fund raiser was a great 
success and enabled the Church to begin restoration of the roof in the near future. 

11. Kerby agreed to repair some of the benches along Valhalla Park. The wood in the benches is 
twisting and needs to be replaced. 

12. Clay Ruggles discussed a rotten tree down by the turn-around at the boat landing. The tree poses 
a safety hazard and should be removed. He inquired whether there were funds available to have 
the tree removed. He also asked whether there were funds available to clean up the flood debris in 
the parkland by the river.  We discussed that the Town Board has significantly reduced our 
funding and made it unlikely that any funds would be available to clean up the parks. 

13. Brad Stone requested that the hole in the road at the end of his driveway receive a dispensation of 
gravel the next time the gravel trucks are in the area.  Other folks in the meeting discussed how 
the spring has been tough on the roads and that they are in need of repair.  Clay assured us that 
the gravel trucks would be back before long. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

 

 


