
 
Florence Township Park Advisory Committee 

 
Meeting Minutes, September 17th, 2012 
 
Attendance: Bill Siewert, Brad Stone, Joe Ellingson, Ben Boege 
 
Meeting Called to order at 7:00 pm 
 
No Minutes from July 16th, or August 20th were approved. Minutes from these meetings 
will be approved when a quorum of new commissioners is present.   
 
One PAA was received from Carolyn and Robert Hedin.  The Hedins asked for 
permission to create a better view of Lake Pepin from their new property at the northwest 
corner of County Road 2 and Garrard Avenue by selectively trimming portions of 
Valhalla Park between Garrard Avenue and Lake Avenue Way from County Road 2 
northward to the bench in front of Winona Cottage. 
The Commission informed the Hedins that it will act on the PAA after it considers what 
scope of projects can be approved before the professional Valhalla Design is completed.  
The Commission would prefer to move slowly in improving Valhalla, rather than risk 
derailing the process before it even begins. 
 
The meeting began with a summary of the process for developing the Park Plan. This 
meeting is the fourth and final meeting dedicated to receiving public comment on the 
Plan.  The Plan will be submitted to the Supervisors next Monday at the Town Board 
meeting for approval. 
 
A discussion of the Commission's email policy ensued.  The Commission reiterated its 
policy of attaching emails sent to commissioners about Park Commission business to 
monthly meeting minutes.  Some residents argued that emails should not be attached 
without first asking the email senders for permission.  The commissioners agreed to copy 
each other and the Town Board members on all emails regarding Park Commission 
business and to ask for permission from the senders before attaching emails to the 
minutes. The commissioners will continue to consider its email policy as the commission 
develops.  The Commission remains concerned that private attempts to influence or 
coerce commissioners should be made public. For now all emails can be discussed at 
Park Commission meetings and be reported in the minutes of that meeting. 
 
Discussion regarding the working draft of the Park Plan followed.  A suggestion was 
made to include the boat ramp and public beach in the Plan.  A suggestion to invite 
experts to present to the community regarding a variety of topics concerning improving 
and managing parks was made. A suggestion to host an open house to encourage resident 
participation in the creation of a professional Design for Valhalla Park was made. 
Suggestions regarding public funding for various park projects was also discussed. The 
Commission agreed to include aspects of most of the above topics in the final draft of the 
Park Plan. 
  
Discussion regarding the Wakondiota ball field being on private property followed. This 
topic was raised when the provision in the Park Plan for surveying the parks was 
discussed. It was reported that the private land owner does not have a problem with the 
current location of the ball field even though part of left field is currently on his land.  
There is no action to be taken at this time regarding this matter. 



 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 


