
 
 
 
 

Florence Township Park Commission  
Meeting Minutes 
March 4. 2014 

 
Attendance:  Ron Knudsen, Dean Nelson, Julie Karlsrud and 9 guests 
 
Bill Bleckwenn from McGhie and Betts presented the initial draft of Valhalla Park Design with the goal of keeping the park a 
natural park continuing to function as a natural park without trails, steps and paths.  All heritage trees have been identified; 
burr oak, red oak and sugar maple.  All the invasives have been identified also; honeysuckle, black locust, buck thorn and 
mulberry.  They have set up management zones and what will be needed in each zone.  These zones include several view 
zones.  Most of the view zones are at the ends of the streets so that as you drive down them there will be a view.  This will 
be an ongoing process and take several years to complete.  We will need to come up with a plan where to start, Bill 
suggested that we start with areas that have the least amount of invasives.  The undergrowth that will be put in as the work 
is completed will only be plants native to Minnesota.  Bill has had conversations with the DNR and they referred him to 
Goodhue County (Mike W) and he said they had no jurisdiction over the project that it is up to the township. 
 
Discussion regarding the view areas resulted in the recommendation of opening up the #2 area all the way to the end of the 
block #3 area for a much grander view coming down county road 2 to the river.  Again, the idea is to save the heritage trees 
and get rid of the rest of the over growth and invasives and replacing plants native to Minnesota. 
 
Another question was raised being – Can citizens donate money for the project and use it as a tax deduction?  Several 
people are willing to make personal investments in this project. 
 
There was a suggestion that a non-profit group be formed such as “Friends of Valhalla Park” to manage the park. 
 
Bill asked those in attendance to email him with any other ideas they would like to see. 
 
The grant request is due by the end of March and Bill feels he has enough information and a plan to submit it by then. 
 
A Park Activity Plan was received from Joseph and Mary Bearden. 
 
Next meeting will be April 1, 2014 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
 
Park Commissioners contact information: 
Brad Stone 612-226-6066 jbradstone@aol.com 
Bill Siewert 651-345-4694 wwsiewert@gmail.com 
Julie Karlsrud 651-345-4591 julie.karlsrud@gmail.com 
Ron Knudsen 651-345-4359 rrknudsen@qwestoffice.net 
Dean Nelson 651-380-0814 lund1800@hotmail.com 
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