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Understanding the Story

Minneapolis Journal September 28, 1901



Old Frontenac Historic and Cultural Resources 
Survey Objectives

Document all historic buildings, structures, sites, objects within the
NRHP District 

Develop historic contexts for property evaluation  

Report findings and recommendations in Final Report (6/2022)

• Background Research
• Context Development
• Fieldwork
• Inventory Forms
• Analysis and Evaluation
• Survey Report and Recommendations
• Coordination with HPC and MnSHPO staff



Preservation Planning

A process that organizes preservation activities (identification, evaluation, 
registration and treatment of historic properties) in a logical sequence.    

• Establishes historic contexts  
• Historic contexts are used to develop goals and priorities  
• Should evaluate, register and treat the full range of properties representing each 
historic context 
• Should integrate results into broader planning for sites, structures, districts
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National Register of Historic Places and  Eligibility Criteria
NRHP created in 1966 as part of National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)

1973  Old Frontenac  among Minnesota’s first historic districts

Criteria

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, 
sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association, and:  

A. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or

B. that are associated with the lives of significant persons in our past; or

C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work 
of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; or 

D. that have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory. 

50-year cutoff (c. 1971)



Historic Contexts

Provide the basis for evaluating historic significance and integrity

• Contexts are based on one or more themes
• Geographical area 
• Periods of significance
• Establish road patterns or historical development
• Identify associated property types
• Establish eligibility criteria and integrity thresholds.



Sample Timeline for Organizing Historic Themes and Contexts
• 1854  Grand Tour of Upper Mississippi’ Garrards visit Lake Pepin
• 1857   Plat of Westervelt (compare to Red Wing; Lake City; Winona)
• 1861-64 Civil War
• 1864  “A Pleasant Drive,” in Lake City Leader
• 1868 Lakeside Hotel advertised in Lake City Leader 
• 1870 Lewis Garrard moves to Lake City
• 1870 Photographer Joel Whitney produces Frontenac Album
• 1871 Railroad service opened from Red Wing to Winona
• 1872 Frontenac Station townsite plat
• 1872 National Economic Panic
• 1880 Resurgence of newspaper ads for Lakeside Hotel
• 1880 Old Frontenac population 104
• 1891 Ursuline order builds Villa Maria Academy south of townsite 
• 1901 Israel Garrard dies; St. Paul Globe and Minneapolis Journal features
• 1903 Country Club redevelopment proposal 
• 1906 Christine Schaller purchases Lakeside Hotel as Frontenac Inn 
• 1916 Caryl B. Storrs “Visitin Round In Minnesota” (travel column)
• Automobile Club and State of MN promote scenic southern MN drives
• c. 1915 Frontenac Quarry closes
• 1928 George Wood Garrard dies in Pasadena
• 1933 Frances Densmore “The Garrards and Old Frontenac”
• 1936 WPA Guide to Minnesota
• 1938 Christine Schaller dies in Frontenac
• 1939 State Historical Convention includes  ”The Lure of Old Frontenac”
• 1939 Florence Inn becomes Methodist camp
• 1942 Wm. J McNally, “A Trip to Old Frontenac” (travel column)
• 1954 Frontenac State Park
• 1973 Old Frontenac Historic District listing 
• 2001 Frontenac Town Hall NRHP listing
• 2003 Frontenac Survey (Hoisington): 44 properties
• 2019 Old Frontenac 160-Year Celebration



Potential Frontenac Historic Contexts
1. Landscape setting 

Specific natural features with historic or cultural  
significance

2. Native American occupation
3. Community Planning and Development
4. Transportation

Steamboat
Rail
Early automobile touring promoted by State of MN and AAA

5. Industry and Trade
Stone quarry; lime kiln

6. Immigration and permanent white settlement
7. Agriculture 
8. Commerce

See resort development
9. Education

Villa Maria Academy (outside townsite)
10. Religion
Christ Church; Campbelite Church; Methodists

11. Social and cultural institutions
12. Recreation and entertainment

Resort development, ca. 1868-1938
13. Significant individuals

Garrard family
15. Architecture

19th--century Greek Revival, Italianate, and vernacular examples

Also Consider: 
• Local, state, regional, national contexts
• Chronological period for each
• Current integrity of each resource 
within the context



Integrity
Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance.

Seven aspects: 
• Location
• Design
• Setting 
• Materials
• Workmanship
• Feeling
• Association



Condition as an aspect of integrity of design and materials  



Research Resources

Landscape/Community 
Local histories: published/unpublished
Local historians
Land Records: state, county, local
Historic newspapers: newspapers.com; MN digital newspaper hub, LC
Historic maps and photographs
Previous studies, including those of area communities

Individuals 
State and Federal census records
Manuscripts
ancestry.com



Family Connections



April 1868 Lake City Leader

1880s

Determining Period of 
Significance



Chicago Tribune, July 29, 1888

“Current Notes,” Boston Daily Globe, July 10, 1873

“Newport of the 
Northwest”



20th-Century Life



Minneapolis Morning Tribune 
10 Nov 1915:8

Identifying owners and designers



Grange Advance
1877


